[A historical introduction to the neuropsychological model].
In this work we outline the different approaches and doctrines that have been successively developed throughout the history of western medicine with the intention of offering an overall view of the matter. The author believes that the most important facts from a conceptual point of view are centred around F. Gall's notion of the cerebral localisation of the psychic functions; the development of the notion of nerve centres put forward by Fritsch and Hitzig, which was the foundation for the splendid work of D. Ferrier, the true father of scientific neuropsychology; the work of Klest, which gave rise to a new neogallism in the sense that it represented a real effort to locate the higher psychic functions; the fundamental work of J.H. Jackson, especially in relation to the subject we are studying, and his ideas about the levels of functioning and integration of the nervous system, which enabled later developments to be carried out, such as that of MacLean, whose concept of the limbic system is a core matter in this area. Other milestones were W.H. Hess's critique of the notion of nerve centre and that of function by A.R. Luria, which is necessary to be able to understand the modern-day neuropsychological models, and finally the development of the ideas about the specialisation of the nervous system.